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the Director of Public Instruction in the State of Baroda, contributes a
very valuable paper to East and West for August, According to our autho-
rity, the number of students of all grades in 1901 was 3,268,726, and the
expenditure incurred on the education of these students was less than two
crores of rupees, that is, one-and-a-third million pounds. Of this amount,
a little over one-fourth was spent on primary education. The expen-
diture on education represents 1.5 per cent, of the total revenue of Govern-
ment. It is admitted that primary education has not received sufficient
attention in India, and the main reason is that the Government of India
has found it impossible to spend more owing to lack of funds. We will
not at present go into the question of why money has not been avail-
able for further development of education, but we may say that the
matter no longer remains absolutely in the hands of the Government.
Those who have appreciated the sweets of education are eager that
their less fortunate brethren should have a share. The Corporation of
Bombay has lately passed a resolution approving of the system of com-
pulsory education. His Highness the Maharaja Gaekwar has taken a
practical step, and it is the experiment that is now being tried in Baroda
in compulsory education that Mr. Kantavala has largely dealt with in
his paper. It was in 1892 that His Highness expressed his intention to
introduce compulsory education in some portions of his territories and
Mr. Kantavala was intrusted with this responsibility. He laid down the
following principles for his own guidance,
(1)  Before applying the compulsory law to a place, the Government
should provide it with means of education.
(2)  The law of compulsion should be made applicable to both sexes.
(3)  The age of compulsion should be from seven to twelve in the
case of boys, and seven to ten in the case of girls.
(4)  The course of study should be elementary.
(5)  Compulsory attendance should not exceed 100 days in the year.
(6)  The defaulters should not be dealt with criminally but only civilly,
and be subject to a fine recoverable only by a civil process.
With characteristic energy, and undaunted by serious difficulties of
a complex nature, Mr. Kantavala selected a group of ten villages, the
most backward in the State (as it was the Gaekwar's intention to see the
working of the system at its worst), and enforced the principles above laid
down. Several interviews which the Director of Education had with head-
men, how he lived down all opposition, how he brought round to his way
of thinking the recalcitrant spirits, are all very interesting incidents. We
would, however, state the result only in the writer's own language:
It was thus that I was able to introduce compulsory education in the most
backward part of the Baroda State within a very short time. I had to pay special
attention for months in order to work out the scheme successfully. By the end
of the year, almost all children within the age of compulsion, that is, over 99
per cent, entered school, a result which, even in England and other advanced
countries, is not achieved. The successful working of the measure induced His